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Clár na hOíche
• Trophy Parade
• Óráid an Chathaoirligh - Tony Doyle 
• Presentation of medals to Camogie players
• Presentation of medals to Ladies players
• Address by Ger Donnelly  

Cathaoirleach Choiste Chill Dara CLG
• Address by Cathaoirleach Comhairle Laighean 
• Presentation of medals to Senior footballers
• Presentation of Club Awards

Fáilte ó Tony Doyle, Cathaoirleach
On behalf of Moorefield Club, I wholeheartedly extend a Céad Míle Fáilte to 
you all to our celebration of the magnificent successes of our Ladies and 
Senior football teams in 2017. 
Our thanks to everyone who supported our marvellous senior football team 
and panel on their journey through the Leinster Club championship and to 
the All-Ireland semi-final. It was a wonderful journey which stopped just 
short of the terminus and we are rightly so proud of every player who put in 
an amazing effort during the year. 
Congratulations to the Ladies Intermediate team on winning their historic 
Kildare League and Championship in their second year in that grade. We 
now look forward to success at senior level in 2018.
You have all continued the great tradition of Moorefield teams over the past 
136 years, especially those of 1958-62 when they won three Leader Cups 
(1958-60) and the club’s first senior football championship in the 80-year 
history of our club in 1962. 
I wish everyone a most enjoyable evening as we all look forward to another 
year of great games of hurling, football and camogie and further success in 
Moorefield club.

Buíochas mór to Jack O’Connor for his magnificent 
contribution to the success of our senior team. 
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Moorefield Ladies crowned champs!
Tara Byrne, Leinster Leader - Moorefield 0-14 Maynooth 1-10 
Moorefield Ladies have finally reached the highest 
echelons of championship football in Kildare after 
overcoming Maynooth in a close encounter in 
the Intermediate Football Championship final at 
Hawkfield on Saturday afternoon. Having to wait 
to almost eleven minutes to find their opening 
score Moorefield had to come from behind to get 
their challenge underway. With Maynooth hitting 
four early points within the first ten minutes 
Moorefield looked to get back on track through 
a Cari Pedley point before a series of points that 
turned the tie on its head. Following Pedley’s 
point it was Kayleigh Humphries who sprung to 
the fore to continue the comeback. Five further 
Moorefield points before the break ensured that Maynooth would be entering 
the break trailing Moorefield by three after remaining scoreless for twenty 
minutes. On the restart it was Moorefield who continued their might with 
a Mary Hulgraine point as Moorefield pushed themselves into a four-point 
advantage. With Maynooth beginning to flounder it was Elaine Dillon who 
looked to help get them back into the contest with a point on the stroke 
of thirty-eight minutes, ending their twenty-eight minutes scoreless streak. 
A further trading of scores midway through the half left the tie hung on a 
three-point difference as Maynooth edged their way back into the contest. 
With Dearbhaile Kelly adding a tenth point Maynooth were looking like they 
needed a goal to spark the contest lo life once more and that is exactly what 
happened. With ten minutes remaining it was second-half super sub Ali Cullen 
who blasted past Niamh Doyle to leave the minimum between the sides and 
Moorefield sweating. Rallying after Cullen’s goal Moorefield were determined 
not to allow the north Kildare side to make any contest of the encounter and 
points from Leanne Curran, Michelle Curley and Hulgraine again extended the 
advantage to four once more with six minutes remaining on the clock. Two 
further points from Dillon looked once more to rattle the Moorefield cage 
one final time before Hulgraine exchanged scores with Cullen maintaining 
the two-point Moorefield advantage as the tie entered stoppage time. A final 
point from Dillon on the sixty-fourth minute closed out the tie and allowed 
Moorefield to claim the intermediate title as they now plan for a well-earned 
foray into Leinster football. 
Moorefield: N Doyle; S Doyle, C Reagan, S O’Brien; A Curley 0-1, E Harney, C 
Conaty; M Curley, A Masterson; D Kelly 0-1, C Pedley 0-2, K Humphries 0-1; 
M Hulgraine 0-5 (1f), H Quirke, L Curran 0-3. Subs: K Hannon for H Quirke; S 
Murray for C Conaty; F Kelly for C Pedley.

Amber Masterson, Ciara Conaty 
and Dearbháil Kelly with the 
League trophy
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Thanks to our great Senior Team, 
Panel and Management 
Hearty congratulations to Ross, Kevin, Frankie and all you brave and courageous 
Moorefield men who have graced the fields of Kildare and Leinster during 
2017.
The team, panel and management have proudly flown the Moorefield flag 
and you did so with great commitment, determination and love of all that is 
Moorefield. We owe every one of you a tremendous debt of gratitude for all 
the great days you have given us and the very special memories that we will 
treasure for a lifetime. 
Well done on such marvellous achievements and long may you enjoy the 
memories yourselves. Only with the passage of time, and into your later years, 
will you cherish the times when you donned the green and white of Moorefield. 
When your playing days are long over, you will recall the deeds of 2017, and 
of many other years with our great club, and you will reflect on those glorious 
days with great fondness and affection.
It was tough to lose the All-Ireland semi-final, especially after such a wonderful 
year and all the training and preparations for that match. But we look forward 
to more great days and another chance at All-Ireland glory in 2018.
The following excerpt from the speech ‘Citizenship in a Republic’, by United 
States President, Theodore Roosevelt in 1910 shows that hard work, tenacity, 
and a desire to do the right thing can get anyone far in life. He says that the 
man we should praise is the one who’s out there fighting the big battles, 
even if those battles end in defeat. Glory and honor come to those “who 
spend themselves in a worthy cause.” That is true of football, and all sport.
“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong 
man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. 
The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is 
marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who 
comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and 
shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great 
enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; 
who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who 
at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place 
shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor 
defeat.”

Ryan Houlihan tweeting from his tour of duty in Lebanon
Absolutely phenomenal from the lads, I can’t believe how they just keep on 
defying the odds. Couldn’t be prouder to be @MoorefieldGaa man right now.
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Substitute Sweeney rolls back the 
years with 1-4 off the bench to guide 
Moorefield to Leader Cup  
Senior Football League Division 1 final
Moorefield 2-14 Naas 0-16
He may not have started this game, but Ronan Sweeney’s handprints were 
all over it by the time referee Billy O’Connell blew the final whistle in St 
Conleth’s Park at the end of a truly enthralling Division 1 league final. The 
Kildare selector didn’t enter the fray until the 35th minute, and with his side 
down to 14 men and three points down upon his arrival, Sweeney scored 1-4 
to turn the game on its head.
The substitutes that Ross Glavin made for Moorefield made the biggest 
difference; Sweeney struck 1-4; Niall Hurley-Lynch scored 1-1; Mark Dempsey 
shored up a shaky defence and David Whyte won a free that resulted in the 
equalising score.
James Murray opened the scoring with the first of his two points, and Éanna 
O’Connor followed up with a couple of well taken long range frees.
John Joyce levelled the tie and Aidan Begley doubled the Naas lead. Adam 
Tyrrell and James Murray raised white flags and soon the scores were level 
at 0-6 apiece. Naas led 0-9 to 0-6 at the break and had another point before 
O’Connor and Tyrrell pointed from frees. Ross Glavin brought in his subs to 
great effect. Ian Meehan almost goaled and Roli Sweeney pointed from the 
left wing and then fired over two points to narrow the gap to one.
Hurley-Lynch pointed from close range. Callaghan restored the Naas 
advantage but Hurley-Lynch blasted a thunderous shot past Mullins to give 
Moorefield the lead for the first time since the opening stages. Sweeney sent 
the Moorefield crowd into raptures with a lovely point and added a goal 
from a penalty, guiding his side to a four-point win they never looked likely 
to achieve.
Scorers: R Sweeney 1-4 (1-0pen), E O’Connor 0-4f, N Hurley-Lynch 1-1, J 
Murray and A Tyrrell (1f) 0-2 each, E Heavey 0-1.
Moorefield: T Kinsella; L Callaghan, L Healy, S Healy; J Murray, K Murnaghan, 
R Houlihan; D Flynn, A Masterson; C O’Connor (R Sweeney 35mins), E Heavey 
(I Meehan 41mins inj), A Mullins (N Hurley Lynch 37mins); E O’Connor, A 
Tyrrell (D Whyte 44mins inj), M Murray (M Dempsey HT).

Johnny Doyle tweeting after the Leinster Final
Well done @Roli100 and @MoorefieldGaa. Sheer will to win shown today.
K Nationalist Sport’s reaction to the Leinster Final
There’s no words for what Moorefield have just done. Unbelievable, just 
incredible.
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Magnificent 13-man Moorefield hold 
off Celbridge to claim county title in 
remarkable fashion
Joe Mallon Senior Football Championship final
Moorefield 0-11 Celbridge 0-9
Down to 13 men for more than 40 minutes, not many would have expected 
to see Moorefield players climbing the steps of the clubhouse of St Conleth’s 
Park to collect the Dermot Bourke cup on Sunday evening. Moorefield are 
no ordinary team however, and they backed up their Division 1 league win 
earlier this year with a monumental performance.
They had heroic performances, but Eddie Heavey and Eanna O’Connor 
retained possession when the defence needed a break, while Kevin 
Murnaghan was an inspirational figure at the back.
Moorefield settled early on thanks to a point from a free from Eanna O’Connor 
and Heavey had a fine point. Celbridge finally got off the mark in the eighth 
minute but they were far from clinical in their shooting after that.
Tyrrell pointed again before Noel McKenna dished out two red cards and 
awarded Moorefield a penalty all in the space of three minutes. In between, 
O’Connor split the posts with a 45. Moorefield were superb for the remainder 
of the half. O’Connor and Tyrrell were on target from frees, while Kevin 
Murnaghan posted a brilliant point, putting Moorefield 0-7 to 0-2 ahead at 
half-time.
On resumption, Heavey put them six ahead. Celbridge scored four points 
within six minutes but lacked a scoring threat from play - three of their four 
points came from frees.  
With a two-point lead and with 19 minutes to go, Moorefield hung on by the 
skin of their teeth. Celbridge gave away needless fouls and allowed Tyrrell 
to nail a couple of excellent points to double his side’s lead. Celbridge had 
two more points but Moorefield were superb, and the fact that they held 
Celbridge to just one point in the final 15 minutes of play is a testament to 
their will to win. O’Connor and Hughes swapped points in the final 10 minutes, 
but it was all about the defensive effort as they sealed a ninth county title in 
the most remarkable of circumstances.
Scorers: E O’Connor (3f, 1’45) and A Tyrrell(4f) 0-4 each, E Heavey 0-2, K 
Murnaghan 0-1.
Moorefield: T Kinsella; L Callaghan, M Dempsey, L Healy; K Murnaghan, J 
Murray, S Healy (R Houlihan 40mins); D Flynn, A Masterson; D Whyte, E 
Heavey, C O’Connor (A Mullins 48mins); A Tyrrell, E O’Connor, N Hurley-
Lynch (R Sweeney 20mins).
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Torthaí na Bliana 2017

Moorefield Ladies celebrate their 2017 Intermediate Championship Victory

Kildare Ladies Intermediate League Division 2  
Round 1: Naas 2-2 Moorefield 2-12.  
Round 2: Moorefield 2-16 Suncroft 3-14. 
Round 3: Moorefield 4-16 Kilcullen 1-5.  
Round 4: Moorefield 2-12 Kilcock 2-6.  
Round 5: Moorefield 2-12 Clane 5-10. 
Round 6: Carbury 4-7 Moorefield 1-5.  
Round 7: Maynooth 2-5 Moorefield 2-9.  
Semi-Final: Carbury 1-10 Moorefield 3-7.  
Final: Moorefield 3-8 Suncroft 1-8.

Kildare Ladies Intermediate Football Championship  
Round 1: Moorefield 2-11 Maynooth 2-17. 
Round 2: Bye. 
Round 3: Clane 3-3 Moorefield 6-10. 
Round 4: Moorefield 6-13 Naas 5-9. 
Round 5: Suncroft 2-9 Moorefield 4-15. 
Semi-final: Moorefield 0-17 Suncroft 2-9. 
Final: Moorefield 0-14 Maynooth 1-10.

Kildare Senior Football Championship
Round 1: Moorefield 0-14 Confey 0-14. 
Replay: Moorefield 1-16 Confey 1-5. 
Round 2: Moorefield 1-23 Leixlip 2-4. 

Jimmy Cummins, 1962 team 
member, and current Ladies 
team member Dearbháil Kelly 
and the Sean McCabe Cup
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Quarter-final: Moorefield 2-11 Sarsfields 1-11 
Semi-final: Moorefield 3-14 Athy 0-14. 
Final: Moorefield 0-11 Celbridge 0-9.

Leinster Senior Club Football Championship
Quarter-final: Moorefield 2-13 Rathnew 2-7. 
Semi-final: Moorefield 1-9 Portlaoise 0-11.
Final: Moorefield 1-14 St Loman’s 2-10. 

All-Ireland Semi-final
Corofin 1-6 Moorefield 0-6.

Senior League Division 1 – Leader Cup
Round 1: Leixlip 0-7 Moorefield 1-10.  
Round 2: Moorefield 0-17 Naas 0-11.  
Round 3: Sarsfields 3-9 Moorefield 1-15.  
Round 4: Moorefield 2-12 Raheens 1-12. 
Round 5: St Laurence’s 2-11 Moorefield 2-17.  
Round 6: Confey 1-10 Moorefield 0-11.   
Round 7: Moorefield 2-14 Celbridge 0-16.  
Round 8: Carbury 2-11 Moorefield 1-12.  
Round 9: Moorefield 0-14 Athy 1-11.  
Round 10: Castledermot 2-8 Moorefield 2-14.  
Round 11: Moorefield 1-26 Clogherinkoe 0-7. 
Semi-final: Moorefield 1-18 Carbury 1-11. 
Final: Moorefield 2-14 Naas 0-16.

Moorefield celebrate their 2017 AIB Leinster Football Championship Victory

The three prizes: Leader, Sean 
McCabe and Dermot Bourke Cups
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Magnificent Moorefield come back 
from the dead to win Leinster final 
in remarkable fashion
Leinster Club Senior Football Championship Final
Moorefield 1-14 St. Loman’s 2-10
It shouldn’t be surprising anymore. They keep conjuring up remarkable 
performances that show the depths of their resolve, but December 17, 2017, 
will be marked down as possibly the greatest performance in Moorefield 
history.
Trailing by six points in the 58th minute, Moorefield conjured up an incredible 
comeback as the evergreen Ronan Sweeney bagged a crucial goal before 
playing a vital hand in Kevin Murnaghan’s winning score in the 65th minute.
It brought an end to a truly incredible game that will live long in the memory 
of every person in O’Moore Park, Portlaoise.
Éanna O’Connor curled over a wonderful point in the fifth minute before 
John Heslin replied. Paul Sharry added another and O’Connor tapped over 
a simple free to tie matters. Ken Casey got a third for St. Loman’s and 
Moorefield began to dominate. O’Connor pointed and Sweeney fisted over. 
David Whyte had a long-range effort, followed by one from play by O’Connor 
despite being under pressure.
Loman’s reduced the lead to three points, 0-7 to 0-4, at half-time and had 
1-3 on the board minutes after the break. James Murray pointed from a 
pass from Murnaghan. St Loman’s had two more scores and O’Connor got 
Moorefield’s second point of the half. Sharry and Heavey traded scores and 
O’Toole slotted home what appeared to be the game-clinching goal with 
seven minutes left.
Six points down, Moorefield rallied as their championship campaign was 
hanging by a thread. O’Connor converted a free with two minutes of normal 
time left: the drama then unfolded. Murray cut out a pass, carried it and fed 
Sweeney who made his mark with a cool finish. O’Connor nailed another free 
to cut the gap to one.
Aaron Mullins then set the corner-forward up for a point to level the game, 
and Murnaghan had the final say with a clinical effort to seal a famous win.
Scorers: E O’Connor 0-8(5f), R Sweeney 1-1, J Murray 0-2, E Heavey, D Whyte 
and K Murnaghan 0-1 each.
Moorefield: T Kinsella; L Callaghan (Sean Dempsey 55mins), M Dempsey, L 
Healy; S Healy, J Murray, K Murnaghan; A Masterson (A Sweeney 52mins), 
D Flynn; I Meehan (A Mullins 39mins), E Heavey, D Whyte; E O’Connor, R 
Sweeney, N Hurley-Lynch.
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End of Year Photographs  

Left: With  Fr Paul Dempsey, P.P., 
Moorefield patron, after Mass in 
Cill Mhuire

Jim Bolger, Leinster Chairperson, presents the Leinster PRO 
Award to Christine Murray

Congratulations to Éanna O’Connor, Kildare Club Player of 
2017 with Jack and Cian

Well done to Tommy Callaghan, 
the high jumper and GAA Hall of 
Fame Award winner 2017

Left: Ross Glavin, December 2017 
national Sports Manager of the 
Month, with Michael Murphy 
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How The Moores Got Over The 
Leinster Line  
Come all ye lads and lassies who support the Moorefield team 
And listen while I tell of the greatest comeback ever seen 
You’ve heard of Kerry’s title haul and Kilkenny’s fearsome team
Of Joe Kernan’s men in Crossmaglen and Dublin’s backs so mean.

But have you heard of Glavin’s men, all heart who show no fear?
The best in League and Dermot Bourke, they’re the champions of Kildare.
On a damp December Sunday, The Moores left Newbridge town
And headed down the motorway to bring home the Leinster crown. 
  
Bishop Denis came to Ballymany to celebrate Mass that day
In Mary’s Church, Cill Mhuire, with Fr Paul he did pray.
We collected flags and banners, togged out in green and white
With voices loud and hearts so proud we were a wondrous sight.

Six shooters at the ready and supporters in the stand
Gun slingers by the dozen, hard hitters by the band.
The whistle blows, the ball is in, the ref takes full control
Scores are hard to get, but the lads are on a roll.

Glavin’s men in green and white are first out of the blocks
To get the opening score they’re working off their socks.
Loman’s raise two white flags and now are in the lead
But Éanna fires his first free of five, a point we really need.

The blue and whites push on again, a point, it’s three to two
But O’Connor scores again as only he can do. 
Roli gets another one and Davy Whyte goes up to shoot
Then the Kerry man points again with his golden boot.

Loman’s get to number four, James Murray answers back
At the half-time call, we’re leaders of the pack 
‘We’re doing well, it’s looking good, three ahead and going fine
Let’s now push on, our fifteen men the scores will mine’.

But Loman’s score a goal and three, and lead us in a merry dance
We’re three points down, then James Murray takes his chance.
Loman’s push ahead, two quick strikes on the trot
But Éanna puts another point into the melting pot
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Two points more, a Sharry special, now here’s a reply from Eddie
Then a Loman’s goal, but the Moores are holding steady 
At minute fifty-five, blue ribbons are on the cup
But wait a while before you smile, The Moores are waking up.

A man at home picks up the phone and calls up Paddy Power.
‘Put 20 lids on The Moores to win, I’ll collect in half an hour’.
Then young Aaron heads for goal, a sidestep, a trip, then a free 
Éanna slots it straight and true, and the Moores all shout for glee.

Five minutes more, extra-time will save our day
Five points down with six to go, we really have to play.
James Murray reads a pass so well and nips in for the ball
He races on, looks up ahead and there is Roli standing tall.

The big man, cool and clever, alert and never bet
He picks his spot, and plants the ball in the Loman’s net, 
In Portlaoise’s stand the Moores let out a thunderous roar.
We’re near the wire, we never tire, let’s get another score.

The ref pulls out a three-card trick, yellow, red and black.
We’re one man up and have all four aces in our pack.
That man at home is all alone, he sees his chance and in a flash
A second call to Paddy Power, another tenner to make more cash.

O’Connor pulls out his magic boot and clocks up number seven
We’re still in there, let’s strike again and get to seventh heaven.
Éanna repeats his trick again, then curves the ball left of cue
Where Roli swats it down to Murno who steers it straight and true.

Chorus: to the air of Percy French Song: The West Clare Railway 
Are you right there Daryl, are you right? You’ll raise the cup with Davy Whyte.
No mention of suspension, just release the tension, are you right there Daryl, 
are you right?

The pitch was green all over with fans from Droichead Nua
A special place for all our gang, a fact we always knew. 
Then Johnny Peters took the mic, singing to all there
We’ll bring the trophy home to the Curragh of Kildare.

The fifteen men who won the day lined out like this on the field of play
Tom Kinsella standing tall in goal calls his backs and has his say.
“Watch the corner Cally”, as the Healy boys survey the park
Murno’s dash and James at six help Dempsey make his Mark.
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Daryl is a tower of strength with teenage Aaron by his side
They fetch the ball high and clean to repel the Loman’s tide.
Steady Eddie leads the attack, number eleven on his back
Young Ian Meehan on his right, and Davy Whyte makes up that pack.

At thirteen, so lucky for the Moores, the Kerry man with golden shoes
Éanna’s beside the legend Roli who scored two goals in ‘06 glory
And last in line is NHL who posts deliveries just like DHL
Add in Mullins, Sweeney and Dempsey, young subs who played so well.

Let’s not forget our UN men, Adam Tyrrell and Houlie too
Peacekeeping now in far off Leb in berets of that lovely blue
Remember all the Moorefield panel, there to test the team
With Kerry’s Cian out on the wing, to return again he’s really keen. 

Now here’s to three wise men, Kevin, Ross and bearded Frankie
Who set the targets, lead the team and get results so free
Johnny Doyle, a smiling man, lays out the kit for the Moorefield clan
Barry Kehoe is physio and Derek Curley is our first aid man.

Cully and Kieran are in the pit while Jack and Cian do their bit.
Michael Murphy does us proud and sponsors all our kit.
But if you need a shirt or top, just call to Paul at his Man’s Shop
And keep some change for Eric as at McDonnells you must stop.

It all began for Moorefield, in eighteen eighty-two
When O’Kellys called a meeting to organise a football crew.
Let’s not forget the men of yore who soldiered in times past
To win three Leaders and the senior crown at last.

In the Fifties and Sixties, they brought football to great heights
They played the game in summer fame to brighten up dark winter nights.
There was a man in Irish Ropes, sporting talent he could tell
Football first and work as well, God rest your soul, dear Billy Bell.

Davy, Alex and John Joe - another three who ran the show
They travelled far to find this place, Moorefield club where we could go 
With joy they’re looking on as the cup comes home today    
And Gerry Moran’s coaches say how all young Moores should play.

Finale (Repeat Chorus)  
Are you right there Daryl, are you right? You’ll raise the cup with Davy Whyte.
No mention of suspension, just release the tension, are you right there Daryl, 
are you right?
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Roli’s Post-Match Comments  
Ronan Sweeney and Tom Kinsella 
celebrate after the Leinster final 

“This is the best competition I’ve ever 
played in,” said Sweeney afterwards as 
the club’s supporters celebrated joyously 
on the O’Moore Park pitch, a rousing 
rendition of the ‘Curragh of Kildare’ still 
ringing in their ears. 

“There’s nothing like the club to get the spirits going. This is incredible.” 
The best comeback he’s been part of? “Maybe in 2000 when we beat the 
Dubs when six down at half-time. (But) we had a whole half to do that. This 
time we were six down with five minutes to go. Incredible really. Can’t put 
it into words how it feels.”

GAA can still warm hearts on mid-winter days
It was difficult not to share in the joy of Ronan Sweeney and gallant 
Moorefield, writes Ciaran Murphy in the Irish Times, 21 December 2017

“Are you watching this?” read the first text. A second text came shortly after-
wards – “Wow”. This from a man who wouldn’t usually make GAA Beo on TG4 
a central plank of his Sunday afternoon. As it happened, I had been watching, 
and I had been thoroughly wowed by Moorefield’s last-minute heroics against 
St Loman’s of Westmeath to win the Leinster senior club final. 

Unexpected bonus
There was a special sense of joy to his celebrations afterwards, a sense that 
this was a day that he had longed for, of course, but with no real expectation 
that it had to happen for him. He was there when they won the Leinster club 
championship in 2006, which was their first ever title, and only the second 
time a team from Kildare had won it. This was a beautiful, unexpected bonus. 

We share in all these joys, swept away in it all when it’s our own team. So, we 
all know what it was like for Ronan Sweeney last Sunday – we’ve all been there 
in our heads a thousand times. And as we march on into Christmas, and we 
lean on the GAA to lubricate some of our festive conversations – “Are you still 
playing away a bit yourself?”; “The hurlers were great, weren’t they?” – we can 
look ahead and say that 2018 might well be our year . . . and if it’s not, well, 
surely, it’s bringing us 12 months closer to our year. 
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Kildare: 045 433569 Laois: 057 8634050
www.mochuaprint.ie

Nothing in sport stirs us like a comeback against apparently impossible 
odds. Why is this? Perhaps because unless you’re exceptionally lucky, we’ve 
all had times in our lives when the forces ranged against us seem too great 
to confront and when the temptation is there just to surrender and throw 
your hat at it. We’re behind and it doesn’t seem to wipe out the gap before 
the final whistle. 
So when we see a team coming back from the dead, plugging away when 
they could have given up and being rewarded for their gumption in doing 
so, it speaks to something deep within us. It persuades us that there’s 
always a chance. 
That’s why Moorefield’s win is the perfect sports story for this time of the 
year. It happened in the club championship, which is all about family and 
community celebrating together and revelling in each other’s company as 
so many of us do every Christmas. 
I hope you’re all five or even ten points up as we head into the final stages of 
2017. But if it feels like you’re five points down on life, think of Moorefield 
coming back. Keep plugging away and things can not just turn around, 
they can turn around quicker than you imagined possible. Hang in there. 
You never know what might happen if you stick at it. 

Eamonn Sweeney’s “Hold The Back Page” 
Sunday Independent, 24 December 2017

Thanks to the Three Wise Men, Ross, Kevin, Frankie


